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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Documents cited in the International Search Report: 

D1:SE0200986 

D2:WO03065316 

D3:US2003000957 

The cited docximents represent the general state of the art. 
The invention defined in claims 1-7 is not disclosed by any of 
these documents. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed automatic 
note-handling apparatus. Therefore, the claimed invention is 
not obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1- 7 is novel and 
is considered to involve an inventive step. The invention is 
industrially applicable. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Self-contained automatic note-handling apparatus stationary placed 
for secure storage of notes (3) at a checkout (11), where a customer (9) 
5 hands over notes (3) for payment, the apparatus (2) is comprised in a cash 
register system (1). which comprises protected storage space for storage of 
notes (3) In a shop (13). so called buffer store, which apparatus (2) 
comprises a storage device (15) for storage of notes (3) at said checkout 
(11), an inputting and issuing unit (19) for inputting notes (3) to and issuing 
10 notes (3) from the said storage device (15) on the basis of a requested 
amount, paid-in amount and calculated change, said inputting and Issuing 
unit (19) is controlled by signals from a computer (23) comprising an item- 
recording device (25) recording input and issued notes (3) at Item level and 
which item-recording device (25) in conjunctfon with a central database unit 
1 5 (33) records the current number of notes (3) stored In the shop (1 3), 

characterized In that the said storage device (15) comprises an alarni 
circuit (60) comprising an electronics unit (62) and a destructive agent (63), 
said destructive agent (63) is located essentially adjacent to the said 
storage device (15) and is arranged to be released in the event of an alamn, 
20 when the said alarm circuit (60) is activated and to destroy the notes (3) 
stored in the said storage device (15). the said storage device (15) 
comprises an Integrated part of the shop's (13) space for storage of notes 

(3). 

25 2. Apparatus according to Claim 1, characterized in that the said 
storage device (15) comprises the shop's (13) space for storage of notes 
(3) that are to be transported to a financial institution (39). 

3. Apparatus according to any of Claim 1 or 2, characterized In that the 
30 destnjctive agent (63) is located essentially above and adjacent to the said 

storage device (15) and is anranged to be released In the event of an alarm, 
when the said alamn circuit (60) Is activated. 

4. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, 
35 characterized In that the inputting and Issuing unit (19) comprises detector 

means (21) connected to an Item-recording device (25) for recording the 
presence of notes (3) In the storage device (15). 
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5. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, 
ciiaracterlzed In that the said storage device (15) consists of a separate 
space (70) located adjacent to the said inputting and issuing unit (19). 

5 6. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that the said storage device (15) is divided into storage 
units (49), each designed for storing, inputting and issuing of notes (3) 
according to denomination. 

10 7. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that a central unit (65), connected to the said 
self-contained automatic note-handling apparatus (2) for controlling the 
issuing of notes (3), comprises an activation unit (64) for activating and 
deactivating the said alamn circuit (60). 

15 
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